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Overview	  

•  Southeast	  Asia	  context	  
– Mélange	  of	  countries,	  Low	  pop	  density	  in	  pre-‐
modern	  era,	  but	  rapid	  growth	  in	  19th	  and	  20th	  

•  Pop	  Figures	  from	  Owen	  and	  Reid	  
– Paradox	  of	  rapid	  growth	  during	  Colonial	  era	  

•  The	  FronVer	  Hypothesis	  in	  SEA	  
•  MigraVon	  from	  China	  and	  India	  	  





What	  is	  Southeast	  Asia?	  
•  Recent	  Origin	  of	  Term	  
– Further	  India,	  Nanyang,	  Land	  Below	  the	  Winds	  

•  Diversity	  of	  history,	  culture,	  language,	  religion	  
•  Sources	  of	  diversity	  
–  forested	  terrain	  and	  remote	  hinterlands	  
– Colonial	  experience	  and	  modern	  histories	  

•  Some	  common	  features:	  
– Ease	  of	  travel	  by	  sea	  and	  rivers	  (Mediterranean-‐like)	  
– Predictable	  monsoon	  trade	  winds	  =	  trade	  	  
– Culture:	  rice,	  sVlts,	  bilateral	  kinship,	  gender	  
– Low	  populaVon	  density:	  5	  persons/sq.km	  in	  1600	  	  
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Why	  Pop	  Growth	  >	  1%	  post	  1800?	  
•  No	  evidence	  of	  improvement	  in	  health	  or	  living	  
standards,	  but	  perhaps	  less	  crisis	  mortality	  

•  Decline	  in	  Low	  Level	  Warfare	  that	  disrupted	  
agricultural	  systems	  

•  From	  HorVcultural	  Shifing	  CulVvaVon	  to	  Sawah	  
– Role	  of	  religion,	  esp.	  Philippines	  
– Pop	  Pressure,	  Colonial	  support	  of	  irrigaVon	  systems	  
– Comparison	  of	  	  wet-‐rice	  farming	  Toba	  Batak	  and	  dry	  
rice	  growing	  Karo	  Batak	  
•  1930:	  completed	  family	  size	  8	  for	  Toba,	  5	  for	  Karo	  
•  1900:	  6.44	  vs.	  3.83	  



SEA	  Demographic	  History	  (Reid.	  2001)	  
•  1500-‐1630:	  economic	  expansion	  &	  war	  

–  Pockets	  of	  high	  density:	  trading	  cites	  and	  sawah	  
–  wars	  &	  conflict	  offset	  growth	  in	  other	  areas	  	  

•  1630-‐1750:	  crisis	  
•  VOC	  monopoly	  of	  spice	  trade,	  economic	  decline	  

•  1750-‐1850:	  trade,	  immigraVon,	  less	  warfare	  
–  VOC	  collapse,	  post	  1816	  boom	  in	  pepper	  &	  coffee	  
–  China	  trade	  and	  immigrants:	  gold/Vn,	  pepper	  &	  gambier	  
–  Vigorous	  Konbaung,	  Chakkri,	  &	  Nguyen	  dynasVes	  
–  Tea/coffee/sugar	  exports	  to	  West	  

•  1850-‐1930:	  growth	  rate	  from	  1.5	  to	  2.5%	  
–  high	  colonialism	  promoted	  “peasantaVon”	  (involuVon)	  
–  Intensified	  agriculture,	  plantaVons,	  rice	  for	  export	  sector	  
–  De-‐urbanizaVon	  

•  1930-‐1965:	  crisis	  
–  Depression,	  WWII,	  	  revoluVonary	  era	  in	  Indonesia,	  VN,	  &	  Burma	  

•  Post	  1970:	  Miraculous	  transformaVon	  



The	  FronVer	  FerVlity	  Hypothesis	  
•  Easterlin	  19th	  c	  	  America	  
– As	  farmers	  move	  to	  new	  land,	  fewer	  
constraints	  on	  ferVlity	  (marriage,	  absVnence,	  
spouse	  absence)	  	  

	  
•  Huge	  demand	  for	  rice	  during	  colonial	  period	  
from	  ciVes	  and	  export	  economy	  
– SeFlement	  of	  FronVer	  –	  late	  19th	  and	  20th	  c.	  
– Central	  Thailand,	  Mekong	  Delta,	  Lower	  
Burma	  













MigraVon	  to	  Southeast	  Asia	  
• Adam	  McKeown.	  2004.	  “Global	  Migration,	  
1846-‐1940.”	  Journal	  of	  World	  History	  15:155-‐189.	  
~29m	  Indians	  to	  SEA:	  15	  Burma,	  8m	  Ceylon,	  4m	  Malaysia	  
~19	  Chinese	  to	  SEA:	  11	  to	  SS	  (1/3	  to	  DEI	  &	  1	  m	  direct),	  4m	  Siam,	  2-‐3m	  
Indochina	  

•  Ly	  Pan,	  ed.	  1999.	  The	  Encyclopedia	  of	  the	  Chinese	  
Overseas.	  Harvard	  U.	  Press.	  Table	  2.2	  (62	  from	  Zhu	  
1994.	  
–  1801-‐50:	  200,000	  to	  SEA	  
–  1851-‐1875:	  45,000	  Philippines,	  350,000:	  Malay	  Peninsula,	  
250,000	  East	  Indies	  

–  1876-‐1900:	  20,000	  Philippines,	  360,000	  Malay	  Peninsula,	  
320,000	  East	  Indies	  

–  1901-‐25:	  125,000	  Malay	  Peninsula,	  300,000	  East	  Indies	  



From	  Immigrants	  to	  Descendants	  
High	  return	  migraVon,	  high	  mortality,	  few	  
women	  
	  
•  Mary	  Somers	  Heidhues	  esVmates	  ~1970:	  
<20m	  
– 3.5m	  Malaysia,	  3.4m	  Thailand,	  3.1m	  Indonesia,	  
1.5m	  Singapore,	  1.4m	  VN,	  .4-‐.5	  in	  Philippines,	  
Cambodia,	  Burma	  	  



Conclusions	  
•  1600:	  <	  25m	  pop	  in	  SEA–	  mostly	  fronVer	  
•  1800:	  	  28m	  (Owen)	  33m	  (Reid)	  –	  mostly	  fronVer	  
– Average	  annual	  growth	  rate	  (r)	  ~	  0.2%,	  negaVve	  
in	  Java	  

•  1900:	  82m	  –	  	  1800-‐	  1900:	  r	  =	  	  1.08%	  
•  1950:	  178m	  	  -‐	  1900	  to	  1950:	  r	  =	  1.54%	  
•  InterpretaVon	  
– warfare,	  religion,	  permanent	  seFlement	  
– int’l.	  migraVon	  
– seFlement	  of	  fronVer	  

	  


